staff. It had also a sharp point, which was moveable. Having passed this instrument along the groove of the staff into the bladder, I felt in the external wound for the button of the bistoury, and having fixed it in a situation which I deemed favourable, I pushed forward the moveable point through the bladder upon my finger, and then withdrew the knife in a direction corresponding with the external wound ; a stone about the size of a walnut, and resembling it in external appearance, was extracted, and the patient became perfectly well, without any further inconvenience.
I have a second time performed the operation in a similar manner, and with the same success: I have also performed it upon the dead subject, and afterwards dissected the parts, and found, that the parts divided are those intended to be divided by the lateral operation, and that the usual accidents are altogether avoided.
Limerick, September 22d, 1824.
